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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS IN THE LIGHT
OF GANDHI'S PHILOSOPHY

DR. PINKI DAS
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
SABANGSAJANIKANTAMAHAVIDYALAYA
PASCHIMMEDINIPUR

Environmental degradation is burning issue in modern period. Modern
human beings bring an extreme form of anthropocentrism, where men are said to be
the measures of all things. Present generation realizes that humans are marched
towards engendering sphere. Modern men want more and more from nature. The
present eco-degradation is the outcome of greed on part of the ridiculous and careless
application of technology. Gandhi's contribution to the environmental
consciousness is very meaningful. To him, our need will be satisfied if we have less
of greed. It is mentioned that simple life is one which requires only bare necessities
of life. It is a life of satisfaction, a pleasure. The ancient Greek ideals of life of
observation and meditation could be realized through the Gandhian path. There was
a fundamental unity in diversity in Gandhi's Philosophy.The Gandhian principles of
'Deep Ecology' can be used for finding solutions for a new eco-friendly world order.
It is a holistic approach. 'Self-realization' is the ultimate objective of Deep ecology.
Through self-realization oneself can merge with other self and becomes greater self.
A greater self'is total destruction of the concept 'I' and 'mine'. This is the stage of total
destruction of self-centeredness. Gandhi's aim was not only to have political
freedom but freedom from poverty, inequality, caster, religion, discontent and fear.
The ultimate goal is attainment of Mok?a, i.e. freedom from all ills and merging with
the nature as part of it. In a nutshell, Gandhi's philosophy is based on the idea of
'oneness of life'".

Key words:Mother Earth, Deep Ecology, Self-realization,Oeness,Mok?a.




A Study on Mahatma Gandhi in the Light of
Physical Education

Dr. SomnathSaha
Assistant Professor
Physical Education

SabangSajanikantaMahavidyalaya

It is extensively considered that Mohandas KaramchandGandhi had no
relationship with sports because of any reference of the Mahatmaji take part or
publicly supportsport in the pages of history. In spite of that he can't be adhered to
anti-sports. It is true thatGandhiji spent mostly his entire past in political and
socioeconomic movement. The existence of Physical education and sports in
politics, social and economic movement cannot be ignored. At that time people were
more emphasis on freedom and rights and sports was never a priority. Mahatmajiis a
football fan and loved football very much. Gandhiji was the key member of the
group of Indians who helped to found the Transvaal Indian Football Association in
1896, the first organized football group in Africa that was not run by whites.
Agriculture is the inherited occupation in West Bengal indeed of the human race. The
Father of the Nationcomparing sports with farming, not only for thebody, soul, spirit
and mindbut also useful dignified and remunerative. Though there is no evidence
cricket link to him. There is a Mahatma Gandhi Cricket Stadium in Salem, Tamil
Nadu. The stadium was founded in 1973 and number of first class matches was
played till date.Fair play and honesty is being the basic essence of sporting sprit,
propagated by allthe International sports authority in the world, a key ofGandhian
philosophy. It enhances the linkage of sports to the Father of the Nation in more
ways.

Key Words: Socio-economic, politics, sports




Impact of Mahatma Gandhi's Thought on Libraries of
Bengal

Mr. Amalendu Santra,
Librarian
Sabang SajaniKanta Mahavidyalaya

A library is an indication of education. Being a people university, it is

necessary for every nation.Mohundas KaramChand Gandhi realized that education
is an only way to develop the country. He rightly visualized the importance of
providing education, both formal and informal self-education, through the provision
of a library service, to one and all, especially to the poor. According to Gandhi, a
library hall is always well warmed and ventilated than a luxuriously fitted room. He
also felt that library is the cheapest place where unprivileged and poor people of the
community can gain knowledge.
Mr. Gandhi referred on his speech in Durban city that in a big city like Durban where
there was a large Indian population, a good library was indeed necessary to meet the
demand of the common people of the society. His speech inspired the citizens of
Durban to establish a library called Diamond Jubilee Library. Mr. Gandhi also made
some valuable suggestions regarding the selections of books and the hours during
which the library should be kept open. He exhorted the public to visit the library,
particularly on Sundays. His opinion on library service was, no doubt, revolutionary
inthe year 1933 in India. His conception of library service almost coincided with that
of a professional. This professional was none other than Dr. S.R Ranganathan, the
World famous library scientist of India. So,the thinking of Mahatma Gandhi must
encourage the common people of the rural community to use the public libraries in
West Bengal . His view gives more emphasis for the establishment more libraries not
only in West Bengal, but all over in India where most of the people are unprivileged,
poor and illiterate.
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Gandhi's Notion of Power
Dr. Sanchita Sanyal
Dept. of Political Science
Asutosh College

Power resides atthe centre of politics. To Gandhi, power isnot the end but
is means by which people can change his or her surroundings. Gandhi's
understanding of power was similar to Shakti which comes from soul or atman.
Truth is the ultimate source of power. To him, power was not similar to authority or
Khamata . This paper seeks to understand the nature of power which Gandhi wanted
to express and its relevance in present time.

Gandhi departed in many ways from the western notion of power. The west had
working on the concept of power in theory and in practice from very early days.
Western modernity claims that power should have an authority to be enforced and
their notion of power primarily comes from various institutional practices. Whereas,
Gandhi searched the source of power outside the political institution and the
institutional practices as well.

Gandhi can be marked for the awakening of the poorest of the poor through the
means of power which he called atmashakti. . His struggle was for justice against the
institutional and social unfairness sanctioned by the authority in many ways can be
seen as his understanding of power as a whole. Therefore, his notion of power
resides at the bottom of the society where the poorest of the poor resides. Power, to
him, should not be placed at the realm of politics which evolves around the
institutions. Gandhi locates the power within the individual not in the institution. To
him, the real power helps an individual to fight against the injustice. Self
governance, to Gandhi, is the ultimate source of power.

Prayer, duties, freedom, resistance and autonomy can be seen as the pillars of
Gandhi's notion of power. To Gandhi empowerment and self rule was not the same
concept. Therefore, Gandhi's understanding of power diametrically differs from the
modern notion of power.

In present context, Gandhi is extremely relevant in our country. At this moment, the
call fora powerful state or a strong nation are considered as a need for existence.
On the contrary, from Gandhi's perspective a powerful soul is the utmost need for our
existence. The idea regarding power he holds that the power resides in the soul and
itexpresses its existence through a sense of social harmony. The current official call
formaking a strong India, therefore, totally goes against the notion of Mahatma.




Gandhi and His Mode of Resistance: Social Absorption
or Unity of Opposite?

Dr. Sumit Adhikary
Department of Bengali
Scottish Church College

This paper would like to enquire into the mode of resistance of Gandhi. His
engagement with the task of social assimilation was one of his mode for defy the
colonial power. Not exclusion, but inclusion was his way of success. The colonial
rulers tried to fragment the Indian society on the basis of caste, class, religion and so
on. Gandhi; on the contrary, presented a new formula for struggle against the Raj.
Brotherhood and the attachment with the natives beyond its social strata was his first
and foremost tool for dismantling the base of the Raj. What was the mode that he
applied for bringing unity? The paper try to search Gandhi's way for making the tie
among the different sections of the people.

The Raj had experienced mass movements restricted to the elite groups of the
society. The trio of ' Lal, Bal and Pal' tried to make Congress something more than
just a debating club for the Indian educated elite. Gandhi for the first time could
achieve the unity of peasants, workers, businessmen and zamindars alike. His idea
of non violence attracted the entrepreneurs as it ensured no harm to their business.
The traditional business houses sided with the khadi movement as it offered them a
chance to compete with the Manchester firms. Gandhi maintained a distance with the
INTUC unlike other leaders of his era. This encouraged the peasants not to feel
alienated. His movement against untouchability motivated the lower caste to be
sympathetic to the nationalist movement. Gandhi's tryingto unite the farmers with
the zamindars in the struggle against the Raj was itself a great achievement. The
question is, can we call this method as a unity of opposite?

His model of social assimilation against the political tactics of the British for making
division, essentially stood on the formula of 'unity of the opposite' propounded by an
old Greek philosopher Heraclitus.




IR FAABIW AR @ FAGAI3- caﬁ@wﬁmﬁ’rwmm

T, WEN U w2iGae!
efly gy,
zfieE e,
40, (5, 9=, ¥, @3, W

b it 303 S 1 retel (MpTel S S AT W wieeR el 2l wiwe @<
RN el Olqred s ferwal (Tol d8eF EEA TS (Ob8k-ds2¢) W e
mrﬁaW‘m-ﬁ-wﬁ’ame%m"me%W,%ﬁﬁa
O OF g T 1 ol T Tere AR srEE A baed 7w A 0%
@b TToToRmM WA AEEE We 9 990 SwEeEE, e by Fd WE @ned
ABeFT GTET O 1gYgS T 0 T 9T - e o Ee, e o s i
AfTe 4 TEe O ET ) 58 @B @ WigE R ey wiFce bl ey 19 e @2 feq
Y NARE RN oo Foa 301 oir G e SrEfae | shew hEee dgas a3
e focafere 1 fofi fredtem ‘@ @2 Tifoef T Fo =1 W o= 93ef T Fd e

o7, frg e A3 a3l e @ @© QWLRT A B Fa0 ATH © GFTG
ARG R AAEFT 0! ARG 2 (2 I3 BT 98 O (9 AFE @
ey taf#iEy fca =, ofw (8% TAe TEtarETly Tua G5, 768 TN 8 FHEE FE
HRGH G Tesfe FRE ASIFeId Yu ¢ gufie FEfE € IFel 8 FUH TR
ol ol Ire Faces | AT IS8T fTFFlre SOOI AT (FFAG AE @ FREA -
airﬁmmmﬂwﬁasmﬁmﬁww?z%amﬁ?ﬁm ereifre Sl o

RUSIFRIE IS

5T WHANS- FTOAA A, HeE, TFRE, WO WAL |




BE(REIE W R RO [E T EE DR

FAG-TOTYAT
SRS, gl
R DR EUELIGEE

SIS I -AS AT S ST (TR - AT VTR (AT, TFAE AECs | O]
GIASTHI SPTEe 4@ BRI SaREN TemmaEs: Sebgloimiraiafae-
SRR ST Beiimer T9e) o TNy oeddy W AaEE)
R AFfAdAEen  Raky FEor Afgres Aiferew v oosifEAl  wagey
Pedfoamre@mae  FRmt R W wweEy  SEEwmREEY SR
STETARTg R wfaerey g SRS (o wifies

WWW& AR SOy SR -REem; Jfearey Jdm
P, RS TN wEsl sifEemiafielti erisetemsre ot midey
afoafe SRAMbEME | 07 S aws ReETE A | S Graae oo iy S
Ty qbe; ST ATY TAMG @THHEILLNLTTEDS: “TEg MR — G4 ¢ oA
ey 36 WY T 4F2 | AT LMD WA e e rHR e | qETEEaL
Swdbr-dpRe FHEER TR FMHrey IHNATEY TR SrEMdeEwcAe Afde; weqe | weifz
FAFATBACLNLITS O YT TRCHCE TR AT Fo! A 7R Mz o
Ol | TRTCTAIRME 0 TR WS 8 P 3% oy Fre-wFerac e
I Fol | O HELTE*R3 “THT A2ER A" 35 AFAHAAT AFIR RGIHTAS
MR o | QIeR TR YO AR 2 WO, TUENEERAT A
B8 (3p28-FBM) S FIET, TTERATTH=IGTT “Ageie” «F FEr Araabaaa
2O[3 TS |

MFremrimafrenizfonsy Toravames (Sbbx — r33) SpwNg AEe-
wifFpsrgicae iz MR ey o Fel 9l “TEred T 3o IR
“BAYR T, “FadiE wiafe? ﬁ?ﬁﬂmmﬁmmmwmﬁwwmgﬁm sfifaes
oy geaemEe o e AboRR e 2 Sferiy Im-JiE-5ou-
Arbegiefes 72 Mz gl =js

e TRET C@SFANT WU (Mbbed), “TEE (Svbra), T (Svvo),
“HRAPEE” (3505), “TEUE" (S533), “AR@ (yvd) Gty To=1 ArRATem*FT aoes
B HBICO |

TREFGY SEPEECE AT N @A e e
“qffdicaaer, “wiferar, oemaae, AR, CSEnEe” dgtey b Alifadws
&[4 ATTTTICe |

AR [BICR feFaaeet gy e *FTS I8 IRTEIEre] fIfaameT efeids Sstiond | Tw )
SHAIGREITE IR TSRS &<eTe Se, Baife srematEace! siifFa; Toms
aRirifzenR geear 3 b Te: “Fws |




NON-VIOLENT SOCIETY: A PROSPECT

Dr. Pankoj Kanti Sarkar
Assistant Professor
Department of Philosophy
Debra Thana Sahid Kshudiram Smriti Mahavidyalaya

In this age of the rule of brute force, it is almost impossible for anyone to believe that anyone
else could possibly reject the law of final supremacy of brute force. Our society is proceeding
towards such a distinction which is definitely being a future fall of uncertainty. And this is
really not a good sign for our next generation, even for us. At present violence, genocide,
murder, kidnaps etc. became the order of the day and day by day the situation is becoming
bad to worse. Gandhi himself believed that non-violence is definitely superior to violence;
forgiveness is manlier than punishment. He imagined a peaceful society free from any sort of
violence which is built on the principle of violence.

Non-violence is defined in some modern discourses as a philosophy and strategy for social
change that rejects the use of physical violence. As such, non-violence is an alternative to
passive acceptance of oppression and armed struggle against it. Practitioners of non-violence
may use diverse methods in their campaigns for social change, including critical forms of
education and persuasion, aggressive civil disobedience and non- violent direct action and
targeted manipulation of mass media. With the rise of systematic philosophy and religious
concept, the concept of non-violence gradually came into existence. The present notion of
non-violence is closely associated with the great Indian, political, social activist and thinker
M K Gandhi. For his theory, Gandhi acknowledged his debt to Hinduism, Buddhism,
Christianity, Thoreau, Tolstoy and many other sources.

India is a unique in its religious, linguistic and cultural diversity. It is really difficult to
produce unity and harmony in such a country by non- violent means where the inherent
tendency of groups is to dominate over the other (there may be some exceptions). Moreover,
complete non-violence cannot be realized until and unless a harmony in the world as a whole
is produced. It’s a difficult task is to see whether and how such a non-violent society can be
established. However, it is fundamentally irrational to use violence to achieve a peaceful
society. A non-violent society cannot be brought into existence by violent means. Non-
violence is the demand of a society to be formed. Gandhi’s principle of non-violence is the
soul force that has influenced so many societies and countries. His concept of non-violence is

our inspiration and weapon to fight against violence.
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Tagore’s ‘Gandhicharcha’
An Abstract
By Ranjan Kumar Auddy
Assistant Professor

Heramba Chandra College, Kolkata

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi is not only a historical figure described as the father of the Indian nation,
but he is also a subject of international dimension and repute; he is a part of Bengali life, politics and
culture. My paper attempts to explore how Mahatma Gandhi emerged as a subject in the twentieth
century during his lifetime. Particularly this paper highlights the role Rabindranath Tagore played in
initiating what may be described as ‘Gandhi Charcha’. It is well-known that Gandhi and Tagore had
reciprocal admiration and respect as well as conflict of opinions between them. The legacy of their
correspondence, interaction and frequent reference to each other contributed to the development of
Rabindracharcha and Gandhicharcha simultaneously. For example, as Tagore was called ‘Gurudev’ by
Gandhi, Tagore emerged as Gurudev beyond Santiniketan for all Indian nationalists. Simultaneously,
although Gandhi was fondly called ‘Bapuji’ by Congressmen he emerged as the ‘Mahatma’ of the modern
times thanks to Tagore’s ‘Gandhicharcha’, Tagore’s ‘Gandhicharcha’ was far from idolatry. His
disapproval of burning of clothes and of ‘khadi’, his support of Gandhi’s fasting against the proposal of
separate electorate in 1932, his whole-hearted praise — in one of his speeches - of Subhas Chandra Bose
after the latter resigned from Presidentship of INC and his reminding his audience simultaneously that he
is not upholding Bose against the Mahatma; all these actions, opinions and support have constructed a

rich legacy of ‘Gandhicharcha’.

Keywords: Gandhi, ‘Gandhicharcha’, ‘khadi’, swaraj.




Gandhi’s Concept of Truth

Gour Hari Mondal
Assistant Professor
Dept. of English

Sabang Sajanikanta Mahavidyalaya

The word satya(Truth) is derived from Sat which means ‘being’. Nothing is or exists in reality
except Truth. That is why Sat or Truth is perhaps the most important name of God, in fact it is
more correct to say that Truth is God than to say God is Truth. We learn from his Introduction
to The Story of My Experiments with Truth that Gandhi’s search for Truth was a search for
personal liberation. Truth was for him the kind of ultimacy that can only be ascribed to the
ultimate reality, what he also describes in the capitalized ‘Absolute Truth’. He was writing in
1925: ‘what | want to achieve-what | have been striving and pining to achieve these thirty
years- is self-realization, to see God face to face, to attain Moksha. Evidently, his discovery of
Truth would involve in some way a liberation from the self, moksha, which was in turn,

paradoxically, a realization of the self.

Key Words: Truth, Personal liberation, Moksha
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WOMEN EMPOWERMENT FROM GANDHI’S PERSPECTIVE

DR. KRISHNA PASWAN
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

SILIGURI COLLEGE

In this paper the author tries to describe the empowerment of women in the light
of Gandhi’s point of view. The status of women in India has been subject to many
great changes over the past few millennia. From equal status with men in ancient
times, through the low points of the medieval period, to the promotion of equal
rights by many reformers. One of them is Mahatma Gandhi. The history of
women in India has been eventful. Today the empowerment of women has
become one of the most important concerns of 21st century. But practically
women empowerment is still an illusion of reality. We observe in our day to day
life how women become victimized by various social evils. Undoubtedly the
father of the nation, Mahatma Gandhi experimented in this field a century ago
and he had shown the way for the empowerment of women and the development
of the status of women. Gandhi was of the opinion that until and unless women,
on the basis of education and knowledge do not find their proper place in social
and economic fields, they could not achieve self- respect for themselves.
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M.K. GANDHI'S PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION IN
THE CONTEXT OF PRESENT EDUCATION SYSTEM
OF WEST BENGAL

Dr. Krishna Prasad Bar
Guest Teachers, Dept. of Education
Sabang Sajanikanta Mahavidyalaya

M.K. Gandhi, the lovely and very good minded Universal personality, who
was born in India in the modern age. He is the politician, the Philosophy, the socialist
and the educationist. Then according to Gandhi, acquiring the right knowledge and

all round development of body, mind and spirit should be the goal of our education.

Gandhi is not in favour of the Present System of Primary education, because
this system of education merely makes man literate. But he want's to establish a co-
ordination with parallel development of '3H" means to the Head, Heart, and the Hand.
As a result it means to observe here the Picture i.e. Intellectual, Emotional
development with work culture of human together all over thee West Bengal.

Then the Present System of Secondary Education will be a form co-
ordination and relation different subject which is included in curriculum and
education faculties, on that context Gandhi means to say that it gives to Paralles
significance to Liberal and vocational education system of contemporary in West
Bengal.

Gandhi wanted to apply to Highly modern scientific system of education in
West Bengal. So stating that according to the national requirements through the
research paper an attempt has been made to analyze how far his through on education
arerelevant in the age of globalization, particularly in West Bengal context.




GANDHIAN'S VIEW ON
TEACHING-LEARNING PROCESS

Himansu Kumar Mandal
Asst. Professor
Dept. of History
Sabang Sajanikanta Mahavidyalaya

According to Handhiji "Education is an all round drawing out of the best in
child and man-body mind and sprit. The morality and human values of the youth of
our country have been decreasing day by day as the system of education gives the
youth a little insight in their national heritage, culture and values. He emphasizeel on
the development of 3Hs (Head, Heart, Hand) instead to 3Rs (Reading, writing and
Grith Metic). Gandhiji appr to education is thus the root of solutions of social
educational problems. Gandhian approach to learning is construction and holistic in
nature. Mahatma Gandhi suggested activity based methods of learning for effective
and purposeful learning. He advocated as system of education which is based on self
orientation. He wanted to begin child's education through teaching a useful

handicraft on activities.
Gandhijian's view on the teaching learning process for building up of a new

social order based on tolerance truth. His craft centric education was determined by
the needs of the people and by the needs of the society. The whole teaching learning
process is geared is the needs and interests of purpils.

Keywords : Gandhiji, Education, Constructions, Holistic, Tolerance,
Determination, Development.
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Mahatma Gandhi and the concept of
protection of environment

Dr. Bijoy Debnath
Dept. Of Commerce
Sabang Sajanikanta Mahavidyalaya

The horrific pictures of the forest fires of the Amazon once again have
brought the issues of environmental degradation in the forefront of serious
discourses. Issues of ever depleting nature and for that matter environment are grave
in nature and requires well thought out measures. Thousands of environmental
organisations mostly floated by erstwhile hunters, jamindars or foresters lack the
deep understanding of the problem.

Mahatma Gandbhi's illustrious statement that the earth can fulfil the needs of
the whole human being but cannot satisfy a single person's greed is a crux of
understanding the problem. His views on sustainable use of resources and minimal
damage to the environment for the sake of future generations are little known to the
present generation. He preached simple living and high thinking, by this benign
preaching he actually wanted to signify a whole lot of things, starting from relation
between nature and humankind; relation between village and sustainable
development; and the synergy between rural development and industrial
development. His view on environment is particularly relevant in this day and age,
when the threat of climate change is looming large and natural resources are
depleting fast. In Bengal, Gandhi's political as well as religious life is discussed at
length but, his views on nature and its sustainable use hardly finds a place in
dinnertime anecdotes. It is not because that Bengal is immune to environmental
degradation but because of the fact of Gandhi's political stature and his much hyped
relationships with Rabindranath Tagaore and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. The
present paper tries to unearth the less known wisdom of Gandhiji for giving an
insight to present generation of the Bengal to tackle the ecological challenges of the
state.

Keywords: environment, degradation, sustainable, politics
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"I would resist with my life the grant of seperate electorate."
(Famous letters of Mahatma Gandhi- R.L Khipple)
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"The beauty of the caste system is that it does not base itself upon distinctions of
wealth possessions...Both are governed by blood and heredity...It is the best
possible adjustment of social stability and progress. "

(Young India, Dec-29, 1920)

"He was never a Mahatma, | refused to call him, Mahatma' - Dr. Ambadkar,
. 1955 interview for BBC
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Mahatma Gandhi's Views on Rural Economic Self-

sufficiency: Relevance in Today's Rural West Bengal
Dr. Selim Chisti
Associate Professor in Economics
Sabang Sajanikanta Mahavidyalaya

The aim of Mahatma Gandhi, a multifaceted personality, was to achieve

enlightenment by serving the nation. He accomplished it through his creative
thoughts and diverse activities. Many forms of his creative activities were
completely associated with the economic wellbeing of nation. Rural agrarian
economy is the heart of Indian economy. He opined that economic self-sufficiency
for an individual as well as for a nation as a whole is inescapable. His stress on rural
economy and emphasis on a simple life, coupled with his concern for universal well-
being formed the foundation of his unique views on economics. Gandhi's economic
views were based largely on his understanding of the Indian situation. This led him to
ponder and to concentrate on various economic problems of rural India and work out
several action plans for solving those problems and ultimately reaching towards
rural economic self-sufficiency.
Gandhi has strongly advised for expansion of small-scale industries in villages,
which will ultimately trim down the burden on rural agrarian economy of India. The
expansion of small-scale industry in rural part of India can toil as a good support
system for producing glut in rural economy. If every village distributes its glut to the
poor villagers then the problem of poverty and starvation would not arise. The
economy of West Bengal, one of the major states of India, is till today is village based
economy. By producing glut in rural part of West Bengal economy can easily reach
economic self-sufficiency. Mahatma Gandhi's idea of village Swaraj will be
reached. In this perspective this paper highlights on the relevance of Mahatma
Gandhi's views on rural economic self-sufficiency in today's rural West Bengal

Key Words:
Mahatma Gandhi, Rural Agrarian Economy, Economic Self-sufficiency,
Small Scale Industry, West Bengal.




Library Services in the Prespective of Gandhiji
Ruksana Sultana
Librarian
Sundarban Mahavidyalaya

A library is an organization which has enriched collection of resources of
books, periodicals, newspapers, manuscript, films, maps, documents, prints,
cassettes, video games, e-books, audio books etc. Libraries often provide sufficient
and quiet areas to the library users for studying. Mahatma Gandhi was a pragmatic
democrat per excellence. He completely devoted his whole life for serving the nation
for enhancing the social welfare of Indian citizen. His views were ramified in every
corner of human life. He visualised the importance of human resource development
through the provision of library services , to one and all, specially to poverty-ridden
Indian citizen. In the process of developing human resource for all Gandhiji gave a
rightful place to library services. His philosophy on library sevices almost concide
with that of a famous library professional. This professional is none other than great
library scientist, S. R. Ranganathan, who propounded Five Laws of Library Science.
Mahatma Gandhi opined that for the library users in the case of students, the expense
should not be much. He also opined that from an economic point of view, Lincoln's
Inn is the best Inn, which boasts also the best library. He used to say libraries are parts
and parcel of everyday life. Gandhiji laid emphasis on public libraries, laying special
stress on the selection of books. He mainly focused for socio-economic development
or vast poverty-ridden rural Indian mases via community sevives which is main aim
of public library. Till today West Bengal is entrapped into pauperism . Public
libraries of West Bengal are in a trauma, which are in a need for an urgent recovery. In
this background this paper higlights on the relevance of Gandhi's views on library
services for the upliftment of library users of poor economic bakground of today's
West Bengal .

Key Words:
Public Library, Five Laws of Library Science, Lincoln's Inn, Mahatma

Gandhi, West Bengal.
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The dialogue between radical Bengali Marxist Ideology
and Gandhism: Making the (im)possible possible

Sunita Mitra Sarkar
Assistant Professor
Department of Political science
Sabang Sajanikanta Mahavidyalaya

It may appear from the very title of the paper that it is going to be a futile
exercise to establish any such ideological link between radical Bengali Marxism and
Gandhism. Partly because of what we have witnessed in Bengal, somehow a strange
stance for Gandhi in general and Gandhism in particular and partly because of our
much valued ignorance of the literary works that had been put into this (im)possible
bridge building exercise. During the nineteenth century the Bengali Bhadralok
experienced a cultural renaissance that made them prominent among the
professional classes and elite circles. But in 1930s situation changed and cleavages
developed within the elites. Because of British policy of 'divide and rule', sudden rise
of muslims in Bengal's politics and Gandhi's presence in national politics, the
Bengali bhadralok felt marginalised and adopted Marxism as the possible panacea.
Since Bengalis had had a long acquaintance with 'gupta samiti's and armed

rebellions, the ideology of Marxism made an instant appeal to them.
This paper, however, tries to delineate the chronicles of a makeover which actually

opened up the possibilities for a dialogue between two apparently impossible to
bridge ideologies, namely Marxism-Leninism and Gandhism. It is through the
writings of Pannalal Dasgupta, Gandhism and Marxism came closer and the
question on possibilities of constructing a 'common’ praxis had been dealt with.
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Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi and his
vision for women empowerment

Dr. Biswanath Sarkar,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Political Science,
Sree Chaitanya College, Habra

Today the empowerment of women has become one of the most important

concerns of 21st century. But practically women empowerment is still an illusion of
reality in India. Women's empowerment is the process in which women elaborate
and recreate what it is that they can be, do, and accomplish in a circumstance that
they previously were denied. Empowerment can be defined in many ways, however,
when talking about women's empowerment, empowerment means accepting and
allowing people (women) who are on the outside of the decision-making process
into it. This puts a strong emphasis on participation in political structures and formal
decision-making and, in the economic sphere, on the ability to obtain an income that
enables participation in economic decision-making. Empowerment is the process
that creates power in individuals over their own lives, society, and in their
communities.
The position of women in India has diverse in different periods and in different
classes, religions, and ethnic groups. The pre and post-independence era has
witnessed the exploitation of women in outside and inside their home. In this paper
we will try to discuss on Gandhiji's thought on women uplift, against child marriage,
social and religious barriers to widow remarriage, purdha system, dowry system,
heavy expenditure in connection to marriage, etc. in the context of West Bengal.
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